Race, Ethnicity

& Donation
Transplants can be successful Sharmg

regardless of the ethnicity of the
donor and recipient. Ope

Does Race or Ethnicity Matter in
Organ, Eye and Tissue Transplantation?

Race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender identity, income, and social status are never
factors in matching organs or tissues for transplantation. Matches are made based on
blood type, body size, medical urgency, donor distance, tissue type, and time on the
waiting list.

Because these are the determining factors, people often receive transplants from donors
of different races or ethnicities. Still, a more diverse donor population can improve
access for all and may increase long-term transplant success, as compatible blood types
and tissue markers are often shared within the same ethnic backgrounds.

The Need for Diversity in Donation

Communities of color are disproportionately affected
by organ failure and more likely to need lifesaving
More than transplants.
people in the US. are
waiting for a life- The National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and
saving transplant. Kidney Diseases reports that African American,

Hispanic and Pacific Islander individuals are up to three
Over. are from times more likely to experience end-stage renal
multicultural disease, often linked to high blood pressure and
communities. Every related conditions.
day, people die ,
waiting for the gift of Whlle transplants can occur between people of
= different ethnic backgrounds, a more diverse donor

; pool helps improve matching and access for everyone
in need.
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Register Today at
SharingHopeSC.org
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